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INTRODUCTION 


Purpose 

This  report  has  been  prepared  for  the  Town  of  Drexel,  North  Carolina  and  for  the 
Citizens  Advisory  Committee  to  be  used  as  a  working  tool  to  identify  needs  and  the 
quality  of  facilities  and  services  in  the  community  and  to  develop  objectives  and 
programs  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  community.  In  present  day  vernacular,  this  is 
known  as  Community  Development  Planning,  and  this  is  a  Community  Development 
P  Ian  and  Program . 


Scope 


The  geographical  scope  of  this  report  includes  the  Corporate  Limits  of  Drexel  and 
a  mapped  one-mile  perimeter  called  the  Planning  Area.  As  a  matter  of  practice, 
the  principal  Community  Development  activities  will  occur  within  the  Corporate 
Limits  where  the  Town  of  Drexel  can  expend  funds  and  carry  on  programs. 

The  first  section  of  this  report  is  a  Community  Inventory  relative  to  the  upgrading 
of  plans  and  programs  of  the  community  for  Community  Development  purposes.  It 
is  a  quality  analysis  of  all  elements  of  service  and  begins  with  an  analysis  of  popu¬ 
lation  and  economy  since  this  basic  data  must  be  known  before  effective  planning 
can  ensue. 

Patterns  of  development  were  then  determined  by  examining  land  use  and  all  the 
physical  facilities  of  the  community  were  quantified  and  qualified.  This  includes 
a  real  property  survey  of  all  Town  owned  property  which  can  be  considered  a  phy¬ 
sical  asset  of  the  community.  When  this  first  survey  was  completed  and  approved, 
it  was  presented  to  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  as  an  initial  phase  of  their 
Community  Needs  Study.  The  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  considered  the  Inven¬ 
tory  but  were  asked  not  to  be  governed  by  its  findings  but  rather  to  report  and  find 
as  citizens  the  needs  of  the  community  as  they  see  them. 

Community  Development  as  presently  conceived  is  principally  a  citizen  oriented 
program  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  citizens  as  determined  by  them  through  living 
in  and  experiencing  everyday  life  in  their  community.  The  main  thrust  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  Needs  Study  and  the  Community  Development  Plan  and  Program  is  citizen 
oriented.  While  much  will  be  gleaned  by  the  official  governing  board  and  tech¬ 
nical  staff  of  the  community  from  the  Community  Inventory  and  applied  in  making 
community  service  and  other  improvements,  the  Community  Needs  Study,  which 
was  principally  used  in  preparing  the  Community  Development  Plan,  is  citizen 
oriented,  and  therefore  the  Community  Development  Plan  is  citizen  oriented. 
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The  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  held  numerous  meetings  and  developed  a  listing  of 
needs,  a  priority  for  meeting  these  needs,  and  objectives  and  programs  which  would 
bring  about  a  feasible  Community  Development  Program  for  Drexel.  The  Community 
Development  Plan  and  Program  is  reported  as  a  three-year  plan  of  community  needs, 
objectives,  and  programs  with  priorities  which  can  feasibly  be  accomplished  within 
a  reasonable  program  period  with  the  resources  available  to  the  Town  of  Drexel, 
both  Local  and  Federal. 
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COMMUNITY  INVENTORY 


POPULATION 


In  determining  future  growth  of  an  area,  population  estimates  must  be  calculated  from 
all  available  past  and  present  data  to  arrive  at  reasonable  growth  trends.  The  popula¬ 
tion  estimates  for  the  Town  of  Drexel,  North  Carolina  were  based  on  Township  and 
County  projections  that  were  provided  by  the  State  Planning  Department,  dated  Novem¬ 
ber,  1975.  The  Drexel  Area  is  shown  on  Map  1  while  the  Planning  Area  is  shown  on 
Map  2. 

To  arrive  at  a  reasonable  estimate  for  the  present  population,  a  persons  per  occupied 
dwelling  unit  figure  was  applied  to  the  total  number  of  dwellings  that  were  found  to  be 
occupied.  A  windshield  survey  of  a  1 1  structures  was  conducted  by  Traffic  and  Planning 
Associates,  Inc.  of  the  Town  and  the  one-mile  Planning  Area  (survey  completed  Nov¬ 
ember,  1975). 

The  current  estimated  population  for  the  Town  of  Drexel  is  1,590  and  the  one-mile 
Planning  Area  population  is  calculated  at  3,571  .  These  figures  represent  a  total  of 
1 ,666  occupied  dwelling  units  with  a  persons  per  occupied  unit  figure  of  3. 1  (1970 
Census  figure). 


PAST  AND  PROJECTED  POPULATION  TRENDS 
FOR  SELECTED  AREAS:  TABLE  1 


Year 

Town  of 

Drexel 

One-Mile 

Planning 

Area  *** 

Drexel 

Township 

Burke 

County 

1920 

382 

mm  mm 

1930 

781 

— 

1,714 

23,297 

1940 

881 

— 

2,448 

29,410 

1950 

988 

— 

2,414 

38,615 

1960 

1,146 

— 

2,594 

52,701 

1970 

1,431 

— 

4,563 

60,364 

1975  * 

1,590 

3,571 

4,677 

65,282 

1980  ** 

1,628 

3,658 

4,790 

70,200 

1985 

1,793 

4,028 

5,275 

75,600 

1990 

1,958 

4,398 

5,760 

81,000 

1995 

2,092 

4,708 

6,155 

84,900 

*  Estimated  current  population. 

**  Projected  population. 

***  Includes  c 

i  small  portion  of  Morganton  Township. 

Source:  U.S,  Bureau  of  the  Census;  Projections  computed  by  the  Division  of  Community 
Planning, Department  of  Natural  and  Economic  Resources. 
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DREXEL,  NORTH  CAROLINA  AREA:  MAP  *  1 


25  Mile 
Radius 


20  Mile 
Radius 


Source:  Employment  Security  Commission  of  North  Carolina 


Population  projections  were  based  on  the  Township  projections  that  were  calculated  by 
the  Office  of  State  Planning,  dated  November,  1975.  Table  1  shows  past  and  pro¬ 
jected  population  trends  for  the  Town  of  Drexel,  the  one-mile  Planning  Area,  Drexel 
Township,  and  Burke  County.  Population  figures  for  the  Town  of  Drexel  are  also  shown 
graphically  on  Figure  1. 

It  must  be  noted  that  factors  such  as  the  location  of  new  industry  or  a  sizeable  annexa¬ 
tion  program  by  the  Town  could  escalate  these  population  figures  above  the  projections; 
therefore,  these  estimates  should  be  considered  only  an  indication  of  Drexel 's  future 
growth. 


AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION 


It  is  desirable  to  know  the  number  of  people  in  various  age  groups  when  planning  for 
community  facilities.  One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  a  population  analysis  is 
the  determination  of  characteristics,  such  as  age  and  sex  of  a  community's  people. 
Populations  never  remain  static,  therefore  having  an  influence  on  the  community's 
economical  and  sociological  environment.  For  instance,  school,  recreational  and 
medical  facilities  can  be  greatly  affected  by  changes  in  age  groups.  Fluctuation  in 
all  age  groups  create  changes  in  buying  habits  and  demands  for  specific  products. 

According  to  the  1960  Census,  the  young  working  force  (15-44  years)  accounted  for 
the  largest  percentage  of  the  population  containing  44.3  percent  of  the  male  and  45 
percent  of  the  female  population.  Table  2  shows  the  changes  that  have  occurred  from 
1960  to  1970. 

Analysis  of  the  information  on  Table  2  shows  that  during  the  1960  -  1970  period  fe¬ 
males  outnumbered  males.  General  trends  in  the  population  show: 

1960  -  1970  females  outnumbered  males. 

A  decline  in  the  number  of  babies  being  born.  This  change  can  be  attributed 
to  more  women  joining  the  work  force  and  changing  social  attitudes. 

An  increase  in  the  total  number  of  workers. 

A  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  retired  citizens. 
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POPULATION 
FOR  THE  TOWN  OF 
DREXEL,  NORTH  CAROLINA 
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Figure  1 
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Source:  U.  S.  Census,  I960,  1970;  Projections  by  Traffic  and  Planning  Associates,  Inc.,  Hickory, 


TOWN  OF  DREXEL 

BURKE  COUNTY.  NORTH  CAROLINA 


The  preparation  of  this  report  was  financed  in  part  through  a  cow 
planning  grant  from  the  Department  of  Natural  and  Economic  Res 
the  State  of  North  Carolina. 
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AGE  AND  SEX  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE  1960  - 
1970  POPULATION  IN  DREXEL:  TABLE  2 


1 960  1 970 


%  of 

%  of 

%  of  %  of 

Male  Pop. 

Female  Pop. 

Male  Pop.  Female  Pop. 

Pre-School 
(under  5  yrs.) 

50 

9.3 

59 

9.7 

48 

7.1 

46 

6.1 

School 
(5-14  yrs.) 

no 

20.4 

114 

18.8 

119 

17.6 

176 

23.3 

Young  Working 
Force  (1 5-44  yrs. ) 

239 

44.3 

273 

45.0 

332 

49.0 

302 

40.1 

Older  Working 

Force  (45-64  yrs.) 

107 

19.9 

124 

20.4 

155 

22.9 

180 

23.9 

Retired 
(65  +  yrs. ) 

33 

6.1 

37 

6.1 

23 

3.4 

50 

6.6 

TOTAL 

539 

100% 

607 

100% 

677 

100% 

754 

100% 

Source:  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


SOCIO-ECONOMIC  ANALYSIS 


In  addition  to  analyzing  population  trends,  qualitative  aspects  of  the  Drexel  population 
such  as  income,  education  and  housing  should  be  examined.  Income  levels  reflect  the 
community's  ability  to  pay  for  needed  public  facilities  and  services.  Educational  levels, 
the  key  to  better  incomes  and  housing,  should  be  studied  since  it  is  a  very  important 
Issue  involved  in  seeking  new  industries. 


EDUCATION 


According  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  there  is  a  direct  relationship  between  years  of 
schooling  and  levels  of  income.  College  graduates  earn  twice  as  much  in  their  lifetime 
as  the  high  school  dropout  and  three  times  as  much  as  the  grade  school  dropout.  The 
Census  Bureau  estimates  the  lifetime  incomes  for  men  in  terms  of  the  number  of  years  of 
formal  education  as  follows: 
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For  less  than  8  years  of  grade  school 

$189,000.00 

For  8  years  of  grade  school 

$247,000.00 

For  1-3  years  of  high  school 

$284,000.00 

For  4  years  of  high  school 

$341,000.00 

For  1-3  years  of  college 

$394,000.00 

For  4  years  of  college 

$508,000.00 

For  5  years  or  more  of  college 

$587,000.00 

If  is  general  knowledge  today  that  the  qualify  of  the  labor  supply  is  largely  determined 
by  the  caliber  of  schools  and  the  type  students  they  produce.  A  well  educated  indivi¬ 
dual  is  able  to  secure  employment  relatively  easily  and  he,  or  she,  is  an  asset  to  a 
community . 

In  fact,  today,  education  is  no  longer  a  luxury  but  a  necessity,  for  the  world  in  which 
we  are  living  is  changing  rapidly.  For  example,  within  our  State  and  Nation  the  fol¬ 
lowing  has  occurred  or  is  predicted  for  the  future: 

When  today's  student  becomes  an  adult,  he  or  she  will  probably  change  work 
fen  or  twelve  times  during  their  lifetime. 

Agricultural  jobs  have  decreased  while  service  related  Jobs  have  increased. 
More  and  more  women  are  joining  the  work  force. 

Every  decade  two  million  new  Jobs  involving  technical  skills  are  created,  and 
two  million  unskilled  jobs  become  obsolete. 

The  preceding  statistics  indicate  that  education  is  becoming  increasingly  important  for 
future  generations.  As  people  are  replaced  by  machines  and  production  becomes  more 
automated,  education,  as  if  is  now,  will  be  the  key  to  a  better  job,  income,  home 
and  overall  way  of  life. 

Educational  attainment  in  Drexel  is  shown  in  Table  3. 

Examination  of  the  Table  reveals  that  32.7%  of  the  Town's  population  over  25  years 
old  can  be  classified  as  functionally  illiterate.  Generally  speaking,  such  individuals 
cannot  read  nor  understand  moderately  complicated  directions.  However,  further  exa¬ 
mination  shows  the  largest  number  of  those  citizens  having  less  than  a  seventh  grade 
education  are  over  55  years  of  age  and  had  I iffle  opportunity  to  continue  their  educa¬ 
tion,  Table  3  also  reveals  that  only  22.8%  of  the  population  over  25  years  of  age 
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finished  high  school  and  only  4.4%  have  completed  college.  These  low  educational 
attainment  figures  can  be  partially  attributed  to  the  outmigration  of  the  better-edu¬ 
cated  person  to  seek  higher  levels  of  employment. 


1970  EDUCATIONAL  ATTAINMENT  IN  THE 
TOWN  OF  DREXEL  FOR  PERSONS  25  YRS.  AND  OLDER:  TABLE  3 


Years  of  School  Completed  Age  Groups 


Elementary 

Totals 

% 

25-44  Yrs.  Old 

45-54  Yrs.  Old 

55+ 

1  -7  years 

238 

32.7 

55 

64 

119 

8  years 

60 

8.2 

25 

24 

11 

High  School 

1  -3  years 

177 

24.3 

68 

46 

63 

4  years 

166 

22.8 

145 

21 

0 

Col  lege 

1  -3  years 

55 

7.6 

31 

5 

19 

4  years 

32 

4.4 

18 

4 

10 

Total  Population 
Over  25  Yrs.  Old 

728 

100.0% 

Source:  U.  S.  Census,  1970 


INCOME 


According  to  the  1970  Census,  the  median  family  income  in  Burke  County  was  $8,441. 
For  1975,  these  figures  have  been  updated  by  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  and  show  the  median  income  of  Burke  County  has  risen  to  $11,931.  Most 
of  the  increase  can  be  attributed  to  inflation.  In  1970,  30.8  percent  of  the  total  fam¬ 
ilies  in  Drexel  had  an  income  of  over  $10,  000.  Table  4  shows  income  data  from  the 
1970  Census  for  the  Town  of  Drexel  by  the  number  of  families  in  each  income  group. 

According  to  Table  4,  approximately  19.3  percent  of  the  families  in  Drexel  earned 
less  than  $4,000  per  year.  The  Federal  Anti-Poverty  Administration  has  stated  that 
families  (3  members)  with  an  annual  income  of  less  than  $4,230  are  living  in  poverty; 
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meaning  the/  do  not  have  sufficient  income  to  maintain  an  adequate  standard  of  living. 
It  should  be  noted  that  the  lack  of  sufficient  Census  data  on  Drexel  limits  specific  con¬ 
clusions;  therefore,  the  median  income  has  been  calculated  at  between  $7,000  -  7,999 
(median  income  is  the  point  at  which  half  the  families  had  more  and  half  had  less).  The 
median  income  for  North  Carolina  in  1970  was  computed  at  $7,774;  therefore,  indi¬ 
cating  Drexel  compares  favorably  to  the  State.  Further  examination  of  Table  4  reveals 
30.8  percent  of  the  total  families  earned  more  than  $10,000  per  year,  which  was  con¬ 
siderably  higher  than  the  median  income  for  the  area. 


1970 

COUNT  OF  FAMILIES  BY  INCOME 
FOR  THE  TOWN  OF  DREXEL:  TABLE  4 


Number 

Percent 

Income  Group 

Of  Families 

of  Total 

Under  $1 , 000 

5 

1.1 

$1,000  -  1,999 

34 

7.7 

$2,000  -  2,999 

16 

3.6 

$3,000  -  3,999 

31 

6.9 

$4,000  -  4,999 

39 

8.8 

$5,000  -  5,999 

34 

7.7 

$6,000  -  6,999 

15 

3.4 

$7,000  -  7,999 

51 

11.5 

$8,000  -  8,999 

24 

5.4 

$9,000  -  9,999 

58 

13.1 

$10,000  -  11,999 

72 

16.2 

$12,000  -  14,999 

37 

8.3 

$15, 000  +  Over 

28 

6.3 

Total  Families  - 

444 

100.0% 

Source:  U.  S.  Census,  1970  5th  Count  Information. 


HOUSING 


In  November,  1975,  Traffic  and  Planning  Associates,  Inc.  conducted  a  windshield  sur¬ 
vey  of  all  structures  located  in  the  Town  of  Drexel  and  the  one-mile  Planning  Area. 

The  physical  condition  of  housing  in  a  town  is  the  most  important  indication  of  blight, 
and  in  addition  contributes  to  the  total  environment  of  an  area.  The  exterior  survey 
that  was  made  of  each  structure  identified  defects  such  as  faulty  foundations  and  chim¬ 
neys,  sagging  roof  lines,  deteriorated  structural  members,  neglected  maintenance  and 
broken  walls  or  pavement.  The  results  of  the  housing  survey  are  shown  in  Table  5  and 
on  Map  3. 
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STATISTICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  HOUSING  CONDITIONS 
IN  DREXEL  AND  ONE-MILE  PLANNING  AREA:  TABLE  5 


Town  of  Drexe 

1 

One-Mile  Planning 

Area 

Single-  Multi- 

Mobi  le 

Single-  Multi- 

Mobile 

Family  Family 

Homes 

Family  Family 

Homes 

Standard 

372 

31 

46 

714 

16 

195 

Substandard 

44 

8 

5 

201 

0 

11 

Deteriorating 

11 

0 

4 

44 

0 

0 

Sub-Totals 

427 

39 

55 

959 

16 

206 

Total  Units 

521 

1,181 

Source:  Windshield  survey  conducted  in  November,  1975  by  Traffic  and  Planning  Asso 
dates,  Inc. 


Examination  of  Table  5  shows  a  total  of  1 ,702  dwelling  units;  521  units  are  located 
within  the  Town  and  1,181  units  are  in  the  surrounding  Planning  Area.  Further  exa 
mination  of  the  Table  reveals  that  13.8  percent  of  the  housing  within  the  Town  of 
Drexel  is  substandard,  and  21  .7  percent  of  the  housing  located  within  the  one-mile 
Planning  Area  is  substandard.  According  to  the  1970  Census,  79.7  percent  of  the 
total  housing  in  Drexel  is  owner  occupied  and  20.3  percent  is  being  rented  or  is  va¬ 
cant. 


ECONOMY 


Economy  has  been  broadly  defined  as  a  system  of  production,  distribution  and  consump¬ 
tion  which  expresses  the  total  productive  activity  within  a  given  area. 

All  cities  and  towns  are  dependent  upon  some  type  or  types  of  economic  activity  for 
their  existence.  The  single  most  important  portion  to  a  community's  economy  is  the 
local  industry,  which  provides  for  an  economic  base  from  which  other  sectors  grow. 

In  1972,  in  Burke  County  60  percent  of  those  employed  were  in  manufacturing.  While 
textiles  occupied  43  percent  of  the  manufacturing  total  and  furniture  28  percent,  the 
remaining  29  percent  was  dispersed  and  included  some  higher  paying  industries  such  as 
machinery,  chemicals  and  stone,  clay  and  glass.  Textiles  and  furniture  are  both  in¬ 
dustries  which  export  their  products  and  thereby  bring  money  back  into  the  community. 

A  national  survey  compiled  by  the  Economic  Research  Department  of  the  United  States 
Chamber  of  Commerce  offers  these  statistics:  For  every  100  new  factory  workers  in  a 
county  - 
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359 

more  people 

91 

more  school  children 

100 

more  households 

$229,000 

more  in  bank  deposits 

$710,000 

more  personal  income  per  year 

97 

more  passenger  cars 

65 

more  people  employed  in  non-manufacturing  jobs 

3 

more  retail  establishments 

$331,000 

more  retail  sales  per  year 

These  are  average  figures  and  in  an  economy  where  the  manufacturing  employment  is  of 
the  unskilled  and  lower  income  variety,  the  figures  will  be  appreciably  lower.  With 
the  influx  of  high  paying  jobs,  the  statistics  will  increase  geometrically. 

Table  6  shows  the  number  of  employed  persons  14  years  and  older  by  industry  in  the 
Town  of  Drexel . 


EMPLOYED  PERSONS  14  YEARS  AND  OLDER 


BY  INDUSTRY  IN  DREXEL:  TABLE  6 

Persons  %  of 

Industry  Employed  Total 

Construction  13  1.8 

Manufacturing  502  70.1 

(Durable  Goods)  (173)  (24.2) 

Transportation  0  0 

Communications,  Utilities  &  Sanitary  Services  0  0 

Wholesale/Retail  Trade  66  9.2 

Finance,  Insurance,  Business  and  Repair  18  2.5 

Professional  and  Related  Services  31  4.3 

Educational  Services  60  8.4 

Public  Administration  10  1.4 

Other  Industries  16  2.2 

Total  716  100.0 

Source:  U.S.  Census,  1 970  5th  Count  I nformation. 
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From  Table  6  if  is  apparent  that  manufacturing  is  by  far  the  most  developed  industry  in 
the  Town  of  Drexel  accounting  for  70.1  percent  of  the  total  employed  persons.  Furn¬ 
iture  and  textiles  are  the  largest  employers  with  wholesale  and  retail  trade  ranking 
second  with  only  9.2  percent. 

According  to  these  figures  the  economic  base  for  the  Town  of  Drexel  is  very  dependent 
on  manufacturing  activities  and  if  is  anticipated  that  this  trend  will  continue.  The  in¬ 
dustries  in  Drexel  can  be  classified  info  basic  and  non-basic  categories.  Basic  Indus¬ 
tries  are  those  that  export  the  majority  of  their  goods  or  services  to  other  areas,  while 
non-basic  or  service  industries  serve  mainly  the  local  market.  Generally,  the  basic 
industries  bring  more  money  into  the  local  area,  while  the  non-basic  Industries  merely 
circulate  money  which  is  already  there. 

There  is  a  need  to  create  new  non-basic  industries  in  Drexel.  Additional  non-basic 
industries  will  help  eliminate  weaknesses  in  the  community's  economy  by  supplying 
the  existing  work  force  with  these  needed  services. 


THE  LABOR  FORCE 


The  term  "labor  force"  represents  those  persons  who  have  jobs  plus  those  unemployed 
who  are  seeking  places  of  employment.  Table  7  provides  data  concerning  the  labor 
force  composition  in  the  Town  of  Drexel. 


LABOR  FORCE  COMPOSITION 
IN  THE  TOWN  OF  DREXEL:  TABLE  7 


Population 

Persons 

14  Years 
&  Older 

Labor 

Force 

%  of  Population 
1 4  Years  + 

Male 

677 

448 

330 

73.7 

Female 

754 

549 

386 

70.3 

Total 

1,431 

997 

716 

71.8 

Source:  U.  S.  Census,  1970  5th  Count  Information. 


According  to  Table  7,  more  females  are  in  the  labor  force  than  males.  The  high  percen¬ 
tage  of  females  being  employed  accounts  for  second  incomes;  therefore,  households  in¬ 
crease  their  spendable  income  well  above  what  if  would  be  under  normal  circumstances. 
There  is  also  an  undesirable  feature  to  a  high  female  employment  figure;  in  that,  if 
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usually  indicates  the  presence  of  low  paying  jobs  because  females  are  used  for  rela¬ 
tively  unskilled  tasks. 

Available  Census  data  revealed  that  all  of  the  labor  force  was  employed  in  1970  with 
no  unemployment  in  Drexel.  According  to  the  Burke  County  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  the  Employment  Security  Commission,  the  present  unemployment  rate  is  substan¬ 
tially  lower  than  the  County,  and  Drexel 's  industries  are  operating  at  full  capacity 
showing  little  adverse  effect  resulting  from  the  current  economic  situation.  Low  un¬ 
employment  conditions  could  create  problems  resulting  from  the  lack  of  available 
labor  to  attract  new  industry  into  the  area. 


WORKER  AVAILABILITY 


Table  8  gives  September  1975  data  of  worker  availability  in  a  25-mile  commuting  rad¬ 
ius  of  Drexel  (see  Map  1),  approximately  30-40  minutes  driving  time.  The  area  in¬ 
cludes  the  whole  of  Burke  County  and  portions  of  Alexander,  Avery,  Caldwell,  Cataw 
ba,  Lincoln,  McDowell  and  Rutherford  Counties.  Located  within  the  defined  area  are 
only  those  workers  who  have  filed  applications  for  jobs  with  the  Employment  Security 
Commission  office.  Additional  workers  also  can  be  recruited  such  as  housewives,  per¬ 
sons  now  commuting  out  of  the  area,  etc.  According  to  1970  Census  data,  213,355 
persons  reside  within  25  miles  of  Drexel. 


NUMBER  OF  REGISTERED  JOB  APPLICANTS 
RESIDING  WITHIN  AREA:  TABLE  8 


With  Substantial  With  Limited  or 
Persons  Registered  Work  Experience  No  Work  Experience 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0-15 

5,830 

3,210 

2,620 

3,165 

2,545 

45 

75 

15-20 

3,840 

2,125 

1,715 

2,065 

1,625 

60 

90 

20-25 

2,745 

1,535 

1,210 

1,500 

1,150 

35 

60 

Total 

12,415 

6,870 

5,545 

6,730 

5,320 

140 

225 

Source:  N.  C.  Employment  Security  Commission,  November  5,  1975. 


The  Employment  Security  Commission  has  estimated  that  there  were  1,060  high  school 
graduates  entering  the  labor  market  last  year  (June,  1975)  from  within  the  designated 
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area.  This  figure  excludes  those  graduates  who  continued  their  education  or  who  did 
not  seek  employment.  Table  9  shows  the  major  occupational  classifications  of  the  job 
applicants  who  are  available  for  employment.  Of  the  total  workers  available  within 
the  25-mile  radius,  44.7  percent  are  female.  The  majority  of  the  skilled  workers  have 
their  experience  in  bench  type  work,  associated  with  furniture  and  textiles,  and  ma¬ 
chine  trades.. 


MAJOR  OCCUPATIONAL  CLASS  OF  JOB  APPLICANTS:  TABLE  9 


Total 

Professional , 
Technical,  & 
Managerial 

Clerical 
&  Sales 

Farming 
Fishing,  & 
Service  Forestry 

Processing 

Male 

6,870 

570 

505 

350  45 

255 

Female 

5,545 

345 

1,240 

570  5 

235 

Total 

12,415 

915 

1,745 

920  50 

490 

Machine 

Bench 

Structural 

Miscel  laneous 

T  rades 

Work 

Work 

Occupations 

Partials 

Male 

1,095 

955 

1,070 

1,255 

770 

Female 

925 

1,335 

25 

350 

515 

Total 

2,020 

2,290 

1,095 

1,605 

1,285 

Source:  N.  C.  Employment  Securi ty  Commission,  November  5,  1975. 


LAND  USE  SURVEY 


In  November,  1975,  Traffic  and  Planning  Associates,  Inc.  conducted  a  windshield  sur¬ 
vey  of  the  Town  of  Drexel  and  the  one-mile  perimeter  to  obtain  information  concerning 
land  use  and  conditions  of  structures.  For  the  purpose  of  this  analysis,  existing  land 
uses  were  divided  into  five  classifications.  Map  3  shows  the  generalized  existing  land 
use  and  conditions  of  structures,  and  Table  10  and  Figure  2  give  a  detailed  breakdown 
of  these  existing  uses  by  developed  land,  percentages  of  the  total  land  area  within  the 
corporate  limits  and  the  fringe  area.  Data  in  1975  has  been  compared  to  information 
obtained  from  the  1966  Land  Use  Survey. 
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TABLE  10 

DREXEL  PLANNING  AREA  LAND  USE 
ACREAGE  AND  PERCENTAGE 


CORPORATE  LIMITS 

FRINGE  AREA 

TOTAL  PLANNING  AREA 

%  of 

%  of 

%  of 

%  of 

%  of  %  of 

Developed 

Total 

Developed 

Total 

Developed  Total 

Acres  Acres 

Acres 

Acres  Acres 

Acres 

Acres  Acres  Acres 

1966  1975  1966  1975 

1966  1975 

1966  1975  1966  1975 

1966  1975 

1966  1975  1966  1975  1966  1975 

Industrial 

56.53 

58.90 

13.5 

9.4 

7.7 

7.6 

11.31 

18.17 

1 .2 

1 .7 

.2 

3.9 

67.84 

77.07 

4.9 

4.5 

1.3 

1.4 

Commercial 

6.42 

8.33 

1.5 

1 .3 

.8 

1.1 

36.27 

23.09 

3.8 

2.1 

.8 

.5 

42.69 

31 .42 

3.1 

1 .8 

.8 

,6 

Social/Cultural 

54.39 

69.90 

12.9 

11.2 

7.0 

9.0 

32.73 

83.07 

3.4 

7.6 

.7 

1.8 

87.12 

152.97 

6.3 

8.9 

1.6 

2.8 

Residential 

217.63 

395.14 

51 .6 

63.1 

28.0 

50.9 

599.17 

667.27 

62.8 

60.9 

13.0 

14.5 

816.80 

1,062.41 

59.4 

61.7 

15.2 

19.8 

Transportation/Utilities 

87.06 

94.16 

15.0 

11.8 

12.1 

274.47 

303.50 

28.8 

27.2 

6.0 

6.6 

361 .53 

397.66 

26.3 

23.1 

6.7 

7.4 

Total  Developed 

422.03 

626.43 

100.0 

100.0 

953.95 

1,095.10 

100.0 

100.0 

1,375.98 

1,721.53 

100.0 

100.0 

Open  Land 

314.37 

150.03 

3,686.15 

3,504.94 

4,000.52 

3,654.97 

Total  Acres 

736.40 

776.46 

(1.2  sq. 

miles) 

4,640.10 

4,600.04 

(7.3  sq. 

miles) 

5,376.50 

5,376.50 

(8.5  sq. 

mi  les) 

%  Total  Acres 

1966 

1975 

1966 

1975 

1966 

1975 

Total  Developed 

57.3 

80.7 

20.6 

23.8 

25.6 

32.0 

Total  Vacant 

42.7 

19.3 

79.4 

76.2 

74.4 

68.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

SOURCE:  Traffic  and  Planning  Associates,  Inc.,  Field  Survey,  November,  1975. 
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DREXEL  PLANNING  AREA  TOTAL  DEVELOPED  ACREAGE 
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Land  Use  Survey  and  Analysis  and  Land  Development  Plan. 

Traffic  and  Planning  Associates,  Inc.,  Field  Survey,  November  1975. 


LAND  USE  CLASSIFICATIONS 


Residential 


Land  uses  in  this  category  were  structures  used  as  homes  for  human  habitation  such  as 
single-family,  two-family,  multi-family  or  apartments,  seasonal  homes  or  cottages  and 
mobile  homes.  Residential  land  uses  account  for  the  largest  use  of  land  within  the  Town 
Limits  of  Drexel  and  its  fringe  area. 

Commercial 


Commercial  land  uses  were  establishments  supplying  commodities  to  the  general  public 
at  retail  or  wholesale,  businesses  and  professional  services  which  supply  general  needs 
of  an  intangible  nature  to  the  public. 

Industrial 


This  category  included  all  land  uses  involved  In  the  mechanical  or  chemical  transfor¬ 
mation  of  organic  or  inorganic  substances  into  new  products  whether  the  products  are 
sold  back  into  the  manufacturing  process  or  sold  at  wholesale  or  retail .  Such  land  uses 
included  timber  and  wood  products,  furniture  and  fixtures,  textile  mill  products,  chem¬ 
icals,  leather,  stone,  clay,  glass,  metal  and  all  miscellaneous  manufactured  goods. 

Social  and  Cultural 


Included  in  this  land  use  category  were  religious  establishments  such  as  churches,  in¬ 
cluding  their  customary  accessory  buildings  and  grounds;  recreational  uses  such  as  parks 
and  playgrounds,  golf  courses,  tennis  courts  and  swimming  pools;  schools  and  educa¬ 
tional  establishments  including  their  grounds;  and  social  establishments  such  as  fraternal 
organizations. 

Transportation  and  Utilities 


This  category  consisted  of  all  streets,  roads,  highways,  railroads  and  their  respective 
right-of-ways.  Also  included  were  water  and  sewer  treatment  plants,  electric  sub¬ 
stations,  water  holding  tanks  and  communication  stations. 

Undeveloped  Land 


Undeveloped  land  consisted  of  farm  land,  forest,  open  space,  or  land  void  of  any  struc¬ 
tural  or  physical  development.  Within  the  Town  Limits  of  Drexel,  150.03  acres,  or 
19.3  percent  of  the  total  acreage,  is  presently  undeveloped  or  vacant.  The  majority 
of  the  vacant  land  is  located  in  the  northern  and  northwestern  quadrants  of  the  Town. 

Within  the  one-mile  fringe  area,  approximately  3,504.94  acres,  or  76.2  percent  of 
the  total  acreage,  is  undeveloped.  Examination  of  Map  3  reveals  the  majority  of 
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vacant  land  is  located  in  the  northern  section  of  the  one-mile  fringe  area.  This  area 
is  presently  being  developed  with  a  new  subdivision  along  State  Road  1512. 


TOWN  REAL  PROPERTY  SURVEY 


A  Town  Real  Property  Survey  was  conducted  as  a  part  of  the  community  inventory. 

There  are  37.03  acres  in  the  survey.  Drexel  does  not  own  the  Community  Center  which 
is  an  ideal  facility  for  large  scale  recreation.  Present  use  and  the  proposed  future  use 
of  the  Town's  property  is  shown  below  in  Table  11  and  coded  to  Map  4. 


TOWN  REAL  PROPERTY:  TABLE  11 


Code 

Present  Use 

Future  Use 

A 

Water  Plant 

Water  Plant 

B 

Sewer  Plant 

Sewer  Pump  Station,  Park, 
or  sell  the  lot 

C 

Town  Hall 

Mini-Park  or  sell 

D 

Vacant  Lot 

Municipal  Building 

E 

Electric  Substation 

Electric  Substation 

F 

Warehouse,  Water  Tank 

Water  Tank  and  Mini-Park 

G 

Water  Tank 

Water  Tank 

H 

Picnic  Area,  Fairground,  and 

Vacant  Area 

Picnic  Area,  Fairground,  and 
Warehouse  and  Storage  Area 

1 

Cemetary 

Cemetary 

J 

Sewer  Pump  Station 

Abandon 

K 

Sewer  Pump  Station 

Abandon 

L 

Material  Storage  Area 

Mini-Park 

Source:  Interview  with  Town  Officials. 
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TOWN  FACILITIES  SURVEY 


(Administrative  and  Public  Safety) 


Town  Hall 


The  Town  Hall  was  constructed  in  1938  and  is  centrally  located  in  the  downtown  area  of 
Drexel.  This  facility  houses  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  and  serves  as  headquarters 
for  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments.  In  addition,  the  Town  Hall  serves  as  an  operations 
center  for  all  other  municipal  services  including  water,  sewer,  electrical,  street  and 
sanitation  departments. 

Due  to  its  small  size,  heavy  usage,  limited  storage  space,  lack  of  off-street  parking 
facilities  and  lack  of  room  for  expansion,  it  is  considered  to  be  inadequate.  The  1967 
Community  Facilities  Plan  and  Public  Improvements  Program  recommended  that  a  new 
Town  Hall  be  built  within  five  years.  Plans  are  now  underway  for  its  construction  on 
a  site  adjacent  to  the  Post  Office  on  Church  Street.  This  location  will  permit  the  Town 
Hall  to  maintain  its  accessibility  to  all  citizens.  See  Map  4  for  the  location. 

Recommendations 


It  is  recommended  that  when  the  old  Town  Hall  building  is  vacated,  the  site  should  be 
considered  for  a  new  library.  At  present,  there  is  no  library  facility,  and  the  local 
citizens  must  drive  to  Morganton. 

Police  Department 


The  general  purpose  of  the  Police  Department  is  to  protect  life  and  property  and  to  pre¬ 
serve  peace.  The  department  is  in  the  Clerk's  office  at  the  Town  Hall.  Town  prisoners 
must  be  taken  to  the  Burke  County  Jail  in  Morganton,  because  there  are  no  jail  facili¬ 
ties  in  Drexel . 

The  1967  Plan  recommended  that  the  staff  of  three  full-time  policemen  and  one  part- 
time  policeman  be  increased  by  an  additional  police  office.  Between  1967  and  the 
present,  two  additional  full-time  patrolmen  have  been  added  and  seven  additional  aux¬ 
iliary  officers.  Space  needs  for  these  men  have  been  incorporated  into  the  preliminary 
plan  for  the  new  Town  Hall. 

There  are  presently  five  full-time  policemen  and  eight  auxiliary  policemen.  Those  that 
are  full-time  are  assigned  eight-hour  shifts  and  40-hour  work  weeks.  Auxiliary  police¬ 
men  work  only  during  emergencies  and  special  occasions.  Standards  set  forth  by  the 
F.B.I .  state  that  there  should  be  one  policeman  per  500  persons  served.  With  an  esti¬ 
mated  1975  population  of  1,513  persons,  the  force  is  adequate  at  this  time  and  should 
be  throughout  the  planning  period,  unless  there  are  disruptive  circumstances  such  as  a 
major  annexation.  Policemen  are  given  one  vacation  day  per  month.  Along  with  their 
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on-the-job  training,  policemen  can  take  classes  at  Western  Piedmont  Community  Col¬ 
lege  and  Salem  Police  Academy. 

Equipment  for  the  department  comprises  three  radio  equipped  1973  Dodges.  Cars  are 
replaced  as  the  need  arises.  Shortwave  equipment  in  the  cars  is  tied  in  with  the  equip¬ 
ment  of  the  Morganton  and  Burke  County  Police  Departments.  Radio  equipment  should 
be  adequate  for  the  next  ten  years.  See  Map  4  for  the  location. 

Recommendation 


More  effective  equipment  and  facilities  should  be  acquired  as  they  become  available. 
Fire  Department 


Located  in  the  rear  of  the  Town  Hail,  the  Fire  Station  is  in  a  poor  location,  because 
it  does  not  have  direct  access  to  a  major  thoroughfare.  A  narrow  alley  must  be  used 
to  get  to  the  main  street,  thus  making  fast  exits  impossible.  Sufficient  space  is  not 
available  for  storage. 

In  1967,  the  department  was  manned  by  eighteen  (18)  volunteers.  Today,  there  are 
twenty  volunteers,  with  leadership  still  provided  by  a  Volunteer  Chief.  During  a  fire 
call,  60  percent  of  the  men  respond  compared  to  75  percent  in  1967.  Staff  training  is 
provided  by  weekly  meetings.  The  Town  is  rated  Class  8  by  the  National  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters. 

The  major  items  of  equipment  in  the  Fire  Department  are  a  1968  Ford-Ward  LaFrance 
1,000  GPM  pumper  truck  and  a  back-up  500  GPM  1952  American  LaFrance  pumper 
truck . 

A  fire  alarm  is  located  in  front  of  the  Town  Hall.  The  Fire  Chief  and  Building  Inspector 
inspects  homes,  businesses  and  industries  on  a  yearly  basis.  Fire  calls  are  directed 
through  the  County  Police  Department  in  Morganton  and  can  be  handled  by  Valdese  if 
needed.  Firemen  all  have  pocket  monitors  and  new  protective  clothing,  boots,  etc. 

See  Map  4  for  the  location. 

Recommendations 


A  new  Fire  Station  will  be  included  in  the  new  Town  Hall.  This  will  give  the  Fire 
Station  a  central  location,  access  to  major  streets,  and  adequate  space  for  storage  of 
equipment. 

For  an  improved  rating,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  more  full-time  firemen. 

Trucks  should  be  replaced  about  every  twenty  years  but  can  be  used  as  reserve  if  they 
are  in  good  condition.  The  1968  pumper  truck  should  be  replaced  in  1988. 
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(Public  Works) 


Town  Garage  and  Storage  Yards 


The  Town  Garage  and  Storage  Yard  is  located  on  Mountain  View  Street  on  a  one-quarter 
acre  lot.  The  site  is  used  for  storage  of  vehicles  and  equipment  including  the  Town's 
construction  materials,  e.g.  pipe  and  power  poles,  are  also  stored  here.  Storage  out 
of  the  elements  is  a  problem,  because  the  garage  is  not  large  enough.  The  size  of  the 
site  is  not  adequate  for  a  new  garage  and  storage  yard.  The  Town  owns  a  two-acre  site 
on  Park  Avenue  which  could  be  utilized  for  this  purpose,  and  the  former  Community 
Facilities  Plan  recommended  it.  If  the  new  site  is  used,  the  old  site  should  be  upgraded 
by  providing  screening,  landscaping  and  painting.  See  Map  4  for  the  location. 

Recommendati  ons 


Money  should  be  budgeted  for  a  new  Town  Garage  and  Storage  Yard. 

The  existing  Garage  and  Storage  Yard  site  should  be  maintained,  because  there  is  a 
water  storage  tank  here.  It  could  be  used  as  a  mini-park. 

Street  System 


The  number  of  streets  maintained  by  the  Town  is  10.33  miles,  up  22  percent  from  1967. 
Of  this  number,  8.42  miles  are  hard-surface,  up  67  percent;  with  gravel  roads  measur¬ 
ing  1.66  miles  and  unsurfaced  roads  .25  mile.  The  latter  two  categories  have  decreased. 
See  Map  5  for  their  location  and  Map  6  for  traffic  volumes. 

Some  deficiencies  in  streets  are: 

(1)  Many  are  of  inadequate  width. 

(2)  There  are  several  places  where  there  are  dangerous  and  awkward  inter¬ 
sections,  such  as  the  Mimosa  Avenue/South  Main  Street  intersection 
and  the  Settlemyre  Road/Poteat  Drive  intersection. 

(3)  There  are  several  streets  that  dead  end,  such  as  Byrd  Street,  Westway 
Extension  and  Crest  Lane. 

(4)  There  are  a  limited  number  of  north-south  col  lector  streets. 

The  Subdivision  Regulations  which  were  adopted  several  years  ago  have  helped  regulate 
the  building  of  new  streets,  but  there  is  still  a  need  to  improve  older  streets.  The  main¬ 
tenance  and  cleaning  of  the  streets  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Street  Department.  Con¬ 
struction  of  new  streets  is  done  by  private  contractors.  Maintenance  equipment  includes 
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a  1957  Chevrolet  dump  truck,  a  1973  Chevrolet  2-ton  dump  truck,  a  1973  Ford  back- 
hoe,  a  1973  Ford  tractor  for  snow  clearance,  and  a  1950  Al I is-Chalmers  motor  grader. 

Recommendations 


The  Thoroughfare  Plan  proposed  an  outer  loop  around  Drexel  to  reduce  congestion 
downtown  and  improve  the  access  to  many  tracts  of  land. 

Most  streets,  other  than  those  that  are  State  maintained,  are  only  20  feet  in  width;  few 
streets  except  the  main  roads  have  adequate  curbs  and  gutters  or  any  at  all;  and  few 
have  sidewalks.  Sidewalks  need  repair  in  several  places.  Street  widths  should  be  in¬ 
creased  starting  with  those  that  have  the  highest  use,  and  curbs  and  sidewalks  should 
be  added.  Main  roads  to  and  from  the  schools  and  community  center  should  have  side¬ 
walks  in  good  repair. 

The  realignment  of  Hill  Street  to  connect  with  North  Main  Street. 

Settlemyre  Road  should  be  extended  in  an  easterly  direction  to  connect  with  Mountain 
View  Avenue,  which  would  be  extended  to  the  east  to  connect  with  Mimosa  Avenue. 

A  list  of  those  streets  that  should  be  paved  is  as  follows: 

The  portion  of  Abee  Street  that  runs  in  a  westerly  direction  from  Park  Avenue. 

"G"  Street  from  Bryant  Road  to  Deerborn  Street. 

Sanitation  Service 


All  residents  receive  refuse  collection  services.  Commercial  establishments  within  the 
Town  Limits  are  on  a  twice-weekly  basis,  but  no  industrial  collections  are  made.  The 
equipment  consists  of  a  1965  load  packer.  Since  the  life  expectancy  is  from  eight  to 
ten  years,  the  load  packer  should  be  replaced. 

The  County's  Sanitary  Landfill  is  used  for  refuse  disposal.  Its  site  is  six  miles  west  of 
the  Town  Limits. 

Recommendation 


The  hydraulic  load  packer  should  be  replaced  in  the  fiscal  year  1975-1976,  and  every 
ten  years  thereafter. 

Water  System 

The  importance  of  a  plentiful  supply  of  clean  water  and  an  effective  system  cannot  be 
over-emphasized.  The  Town  can  and  should  use  its  public  water  supply  to  promote 
development  in  desired  directions. 
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The  present  filtration  plant  was  constructed  in  1938  on  Howard's  Creek.  According  to 
the  report  prepared  by  G.  Eugene  Smithson  &  Associates  of  Hickory,  entitled  "Com¬ 
prehensive  Water  and  Sewer  Planning  Report,  Drexel,  North  Carolina",  it  has  a  design 
capacity  of  650,000  gallons  and  an  operating  capacity  of  685,000  gallons  per  day. 
Average  daily  consumption  was  275,000  GPD  and  the  peak  demand  during  the  summer 
months  was  400,000  GPD.  Storage  consists  of  500,000  gallons  of  ground  storage  at 
elevation  1,432  feet,  a  100,000  gallon  elevated  tank  with  over-flow  at  elevation 
1,377  feet,  and  200,000  gallons  of  underground  storage  at  an  elevation  of  approxi¬ 
mately  1,252  feet  located  under  the  60,000  gallon  elevated  tank.  Presently,  there 
are  680  water  connections  serving  approximately  2,200  persons.  The  Water  Plant  has 
a  1959  3/4-ton  Chevrolet  truck. 

The  Town  of  Drexel  has  water  service  available  to  all  residents  within  the  incorporated 
limits;  however,  there  are  areas  that  have  inadequately  sized  lines.  Also,  potential 
growth  and  annexation  areas  will  need  to  be  served  by  water  lines.  Special  attention 
needs  to  be  given  to  Drexel  Heights  and  Eastwood  Homes.  See  Map  7  for  the  location. 

Recommendation 


Water  service  to  Drexel  Heights  can  be  provided  by  a  6"  diameter  a.c.  pipe  from  the 
0.5  m.g.  tank  to  Brandon  Road.  To  serve  the  area  it  will  be  necessary  to  purchase  ap¬ 
proximately  1 , 900  I .  f .  of  2  inch  pipe  and  1 , 050  I .  f.  of  4  inch  pipe  from  the  Triple 
Community  Water  Corporation  at  a  prorated  price  based  on  a  twenty  (20)  year  straight, 
line  depreciation.  Estimated  Cost:  $10,900. 

According  to  the  Smithson  report,  water  service  to  Eastwood  Homes  Subdivision  can  be 
provided  by  running  a  6  inch  diamete  a.c.  water  line  from  the  filter  plant  up  Howard's 
Creek  to  the  subdivision  or  from  the  filter  plant  along  North  Main  Street  to  Amherst 
Road  and  along  Amherst  Road  to  the  Subdivision.  The  study  proposed  that  the  line  be 
placed  along  roads,  although  it  will  be  more  expensive.  By  doing  this,  property  owners 
on  both  sides  of  the  road  from  the  filtration  plant  to  the  Eastwood  Homes  Subdivision 
can  be  served.  This  recommendation  in  the  Smithson  report  also  included  the  acqui¬ 
sition  of  certain  Triple  Community  water  lines  and  some  of  the  Triple  Community  meters. 
Estimated  Cost:  $35,300. 

Wastewater  System 

According  to  the  Comprehensive  Water  and  Sewer  Planning  Report,  Drexel,  N.  C., 
prepared  by  G.  Eugene  Smithson  &  Associates,  the  existing  500,000  GPD  water  filtra¬ 
tion  plant  was  constructed  on  Howard's  Creek  at  the  confluence  with  Secrets  Creek  in 
1938.  The  system  has  500  connections  with  a  nominal  daily  loading  of  330,000  gallons. 
It  also  has  three  pump  stations.  The  stations  at  Valdese  Avenue  and  Williams  Road 
are  100  GPM  while  the  one  at  Griffin  Avenue  is  200  GPM. 
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The  Burke  County  201  Facilities  Plan  has  proposed  outfall  lines  along  Howard's  and 
Secrets  Creeks.  The  Oak  Knoll  Subdivision  is  the  only  area  not  served  within  the 
corporate  limits,  while  those  areas  outside  the  limits  proposed  for  sewer  service  are 
Drexel  Heights  and  Eastwood  Homes.  See  Map  8  for  the  location. 

Recommendations 


The  Burke  County  201  Facilities  Plan  has  proposed  that  10,900  l.f.  of  15  inch  diameter 
outfall  pipe  be  laid  along  Secrets  Creek  from  the  wastewater  treatment  plant  south  to 
N.  C.  1 14.  Here  it  will  be  reduced  to  12  inch  diameter  and  then  extend  4,900  l.f. 
along  Secrets  Creek  to  Mountain  View  Drive. 

Another  line  approximately  7,250  l.f.  and  24  inch  diameter  has  been  proposed  to  ex¬ 
tend  from  the  treatment  plant  south  to  Main  Street  along  Howard's  Creek.  From  Main 
Street,  the  line  size  is  reduced  to  a  1 2  inch  diameter  pipe  for  7,250  l.f.  to  a  point 
Just  west  of  Oak  Knoll  Subdivision.  From  here  it  is  reduced  to  an  8  inch  diameter  pipe 
and  extends  5,000  l.f.  to  U.  S.  64-70.  Estimated  Cost:  $620,350. 

Oak  Knoll  Subdivision  is  proposed  to  be  served  by  a  gravity  collector  system.  Esti¬ 
mated  Cost:  $240,000. 

A  random  search  in  Drexel  Heights  indicates  the  existence  of  septic  tank  problems. 

The  problem  will  be  alleviated  by  the  construction  of  a  collector  sewer  system  which 
will  connect  to  the  outfall-interceptor  line  along  Secrets  Creek..  Estimated  Cost: 
$73,800. 

The  Smithson  Report  recommends  that  the  Eastwood  Homes  Subdivision  have  a  collector 
system  that  will  tie  into  the  proposed  outfall  line  along  Howard's  Creek.  Estimated 
Cost:  $61,200. 

With  the  construction  of  the  outfall  lines  along  Howard's  and  Secrets  Creeks,  the  exis¬ 
ting  pump  stations  at  Valdese  Avenue,  Griffin  Avenue,  and  Williams  Road  could  be 
abandoned.  Estimated  annual  operating  and  maintenance  cost  reduction:  $14,000. 

Electric  Department 


The  Town  of  Drexel  purchases  electricity  from  Duke  Power  for  distribution  to  approxi¬ 
mately  871  customers  within  the  Town  Limits  and  approximately  200  customers  outside 
the  Town  Limits.  This  is  26  percent  above  the  1967  figure  for  those  within  the  Town 
Limits  and  8  percent  above  those  on  the  system  that  are  outside  the  corporate  limits. 

Two  skilled  linesmen  are  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  the  distribution  system. 
During  emergencies,  these  linesmen  are  "backed  up"  by  ten  Town  employees. 

Fleet  equipment  is  comprised  of  one  1967  service  truck  and  a  1966  line  truck. 
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SOCIAL  AND  CULTURAL 


School  System 

When  the  first  Community  Facilities  Plan  was  written  there  were  only  two  schools  in 
the  Planning  Area;  there  are  now  three  schools  and  these  are  all  within  Drexel's  Town 
Limits.  They  are  also  part  of  the  Burke  County  School  System.  The  additional  build¬ 
ing  houses  the  kindergarten  through  third  grade  and  is  located  behind  the  Community 
Center  at  the  corner  of  Park  Avenue  and  Alta  Vista,  Grades  4-6  are  housed  in  a 
building  located  on  Main  Street  south  of  School  Street,  while  the  Junior  High  is  also 
on  Main  Street  but  north  of  School  Street.  When  the  earlier  report  was  prepared,  the 
grades  were  being  divided  1  -  4  and  4-12.  See  Map  3  for  the  location. 

The  Elementary  School  site  is  totally  inadequate,  but  within  the  next  year  an  additional 
eleven  classrooms  will  be  opened  at  the  building  housing  the  K  -  3  children.  These 
additional  classrooms  will  be  for  the  elementary  students. 

The  Junior  High  School  is  also  inadequate,  but  long  range  plans  are  for  a  new  Junior 
High  School  between  Valdese  and  Drexel  probably  within  10  years. 

Enrollment  figures  and  a  description  of  the  school  plant  facilities  follow: 


DREXEL  SCHOOL  DATA  1975-1976 


Year  No.  of  1975-1976  Pupils  per 

Built  Grades  Classrooms  Enrollment  Classroom 


Kindergarten  & 

1956 

K  - 

3 

12 

Drexel  Primary 

Addition 

(permanent)  v 

1966 

6  N 

(temporary) 

/781 

21.7 

Drexel  Elementary 

1924 

4  - 

6 

18  ^ 

Drexel  Junior  High 

1942 

Additions 

7  - 

9 

16 

395 

24.7 

1961 

1963 

Source:  Dr.  Clyde  Shuping,  Burke  County  School  Superintendent. 


It  would  appear  that  on  a  pupils-per-classroom  basis,  the  schools  are  adequate,  but  this 
is  not  the  case.  A  school  survey  for  Burke  County  in  1963  by  the  Division  of  School 
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Planning,  N.  C.  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  states  that  the  18  classrooms  at 
the  Elementary  School,  built  in  1924,  are  inadequate  and  should  be  taken  out  of 
use.  Plans  are  for  this  building  to  be  phased  out  and  eventually  demolished.  This 
will  probably  take  place  within  the  next  five  years. 

The  Junior  High. School,  which  has  a  library,  music  building,  cafeteria,  and  gym, 
and  leases  a  building  for  vocational  training,  was  formerly  the  Drexel  High  School 
building.  The  High  School  was  consolidated  and  the  students  now  attend  East  Burke 
High  School . 

Recreation 


Recreation  is  becoming  a  big  business  for  most  towns  and  cities,  because  it  is  so  impor¬ 
tant  in  building  sound  bodies  and  minds  of  our  citizens.  In  a  very  technical  world, 
recreational  facilities  must  be  diversified  enough  to  serve  different  segments  of  society, 
such  as  all  income  levels  and  all  age  levels.  Hence,  good  recreational  facilities  must 
be  well  placed  so  that  all  people  can  be  adequately  served. 

There  are  two  classifications  of  recreation  facilities:  active  and  passive.  Neighbor¬ 
hood  playgrounds  and  city-wide  facilities  such  as  swimming  pools  and  golf  courses  are 
considered  active  facilities.  Areas  for  walking  or  sitting  can  be  classified  as  passive 
faci  lities. 

Drexel's  Community  Center  is  the  only  recreation  facility  other  than  school  playgrounds 
in  the  Planning  Area.  With  the  exception  of  a  small  contribution  from  the  Town  of 
Drexel,  funding  and  administration  is  from  the  Drexel  Foundation. 

The  Center  is  located  on  a  site  of  about  forty  acres  just  west  of  South  Main  Street.  The 
building  has  a  total  of  26,000  square  feet  of  floor  space  devoted  to  a  diversity  of  rec¬ 
reation  uses;  such  as,  bowling  lanes,  ping-pong,  a  gymnasium  and  game  rooms,  kitchen 
facilities,  and  meeting  rooms  are  also  provided.  A  football  and  baseball  field  and  a 
picnic  area  are  also  located  on  the  site.  See  Maps  3  and  4  for  locations. 

The  National  Recreation  Association  has  a  commonly  accepted  standard  for  measuring 
the  adequacy  of  recreational  acreage  which  is  one  acre  of  park  or  playground  for  every 
100  persons.  With  Drexel's  population  currently  estimated  at  1,494  persons,  it  has  an 
adequate  supply  of  acreage  to  meet  the  standards.  By  1995,  the  population  of  the  Town 
is  projected  to  be  1,966;  so  the  present  acreage  should  be  adequate. 

Although  the  acreage  is  adequate,  all  of  it  is  concentrated  at  the  Community  Center. 

It  is  felt  that  "tot  lots"  or  neighborhood  playgrounds  are  needed  in  other  areas  of 
Drexel.  Four  such  sites  have  been  proposed: 

(1)  Where  the  Town  Hall  is  now  located  after  it  is  replaced. 
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(2)  In  the  same  lot  as  the  Town's  Warehouse  and  Water  Tank  which  are 
located  on  Settlemyre  Road. 

(3)  A  site  on  North  Main  Street  in  the  materials  storage  area. 

(4)  A  yacant  area  of  almost  four  acres,  located  south  of  the  intersection 
of  Settlemyre  Road  and  Poteat  Street.  This  would  give  the  west  side 
of  Town  a  neighborhood-type  facility  and  should  be  equipped  with 
the  same  type  of  equipment  as  listed  for  the  other  facilities. 

Recommendations 


The  Town  should  purchase  the  aforementioned  recreation  sites.  They  should  be  pro¬ 
grammed  for  purchase  in  fiscal  year  1976-1977  and  1977-1978  and  equipped  shortly 
thereafter. 

The  possibility  of  using  the  Elementary  School's  gymnasium  building  on  Main  Street  as 
a  recreational  building,  after  the  classroom  building  has  been  torn  down,  should  be 
looked  into. 
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COMMUNITY  NEEDS  STUDY 


COMMUNITY  NEEDS  STUDY 


The  first  phase  of  the  Community  Needs  Study,  the  Community  Inventory,  has  been 
completed  and  is  the  first  section  of  this  report. 

The  second  phase  is  a  combined  effort  of  the  Town  Board  and  the  Citizens  Advisory 
Committee  working  in  conjunction  -  one  a  citizens  group  and  the  other  an  official 
board  -  with  input  from  the  Community  Inventory  and  the  Consultant  to  determine 
the  needs  of  the  community.  The  coordination  of  these  two  groups  was  accomplished 
by  having  the  Mayor  serve  as  liaison  between  the  Town  Board  and  the  Citizens  Ad¬ 
visory  Committee  at  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  meetings,  his  purpose  being 
to  represent  the  Town  Board  and  to  make  their  input  into  the  Citizens  Advisory 
Needs  Study. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee,  held  on  April  27,  1976, 
the  Consultant  presented  the  Community  Inventory.  Each  member  of  the  Citizens 
Advisory  Committee  was  given  a  copy  and  asked  to  study  it  further  relative  to  the 
needs  of  the  community.  The  Minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  Citizens  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee,  which  follow,  constitute  the  basis  for  the  Community  Needs  Study. 

This  is  a  citizens  study  with  technical  input  by  the  Consultant  and  the  Town  Manager 
and  coordination  with  the  Town  Board.  In  this  Study,  the  Citizens  Advisory  Commit¬ 
tee  made  the  determinations  as  to  community  needs  based  on  all  sources  of  data  and 
input.  This  is  a  citizen  oriented  determination  of  needs  for  the  Town  of  Drexel. 

In  the  final  analysis,  the  Consultant  and  the  Town  Manager  acted  only  as  monitors, 
recording  and  expressing  the  needs  of  the  Town  of  Drexel  as  determined  by  its  Citi¬ 
zens  Advisory  group.  There  follows  the  Minutes  to  date  of  each  meeting  of  the 
Citizens  Advisory  Committee: 
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MINUTES 


CITIZENS  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
DREXEL,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


MEETING  OF  APRIL  27,  1976 


The  first  meeting  of  the  Drexel  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  was  attended  by: 


Mayor  Ken  Harris 

Town  Manager  Morris  Baker 

Planner  Charles  H.  Davis,  Jr. 


Mrs.  Ersel  Bradshaw 
Mrs.  Jethro  Hoyle 
Mrs.  Julius  Page 
Harry  Hollyburton 


Maynard  Reece 
T.  M.  Reece 
Charles  Elder 


Preliminary  Discussion 


It  was  determined  that  the  Town  Manager,  after  a  great  deal  of  effort,  was  only  able 
to  get  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  to  meet  for  the  first  time  on  April  27,  1976. 
It  was  explained  by  the  Planner  that  meetings  would  have  to  be  held  in  rapid  succes¬ 
sion  if  we  are  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  1975-76  "701 "  planning  schedule. 

The  Community  Inventory  Study  was  described  and  distributed  to  all  members  present, 
and  the  purpose  of  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  for  citizens  input  was  explained 
to  all  members  present. 

Mayor  Ken  Harris  opened  the  meeting  with  the  explanation  as  to  its  purpose;  further 
statements  were  made  by  Planner  Charles  H.  Davis,  Jr.  and  Town  Manager  Morris 
Baker.  In  the  explanation  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  committee,  the  citizens  were 
asked  to  provide  input  as  to  needs  and  programs  covering  the  entire  range  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  needs  and  programs  and  not  limited  to  low  and  moderate  income  people.  It  was 
explained  that  the  Community  Development  Program  as  administered  by  HUD  was 
essentially  a  program  for  improving  conditions  for  low  and  moderate  income  people; 
however,  a  comprehensive  community  development  program  must  cover  the  entire 
range  of  community  needs,  with  any  HUD  funds  or  grants  being  used  for  low  and 
moderate  income  areas.  With  this  in  mind,  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  was 
asked  to  give  vent  to  any  needs  that  they  as  individuals  had  observed  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  or  from  their  understanding  of  the  Community  Inventory  Study  would  deem  to 
be  needs  of  the  Town  of  Drexel,  and  that  these  needs  along  with  the  discussion  would 
be  recorded  for  preparation  of  the  Community  Needs  Study. 

The  needs  identified  by  the  Committee  along  with  the  discussion  are  as  follows: 

1 .  Due  to  their  dilapidated  condition  and  possible  hazard  as  well  as  poor  visual 
qualities,  the  school  gymnasium  and  teacherage  need  to  be  removed  as  soon 
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as  reasonably  possible.  In  this  discussion,  it  was  concluded  that  when  and 
if  the  old  elementary  school  is  removed,  a  park  could  be  constructed  on  the 
site;  however,  further  examination  of  the  site  by  the  Planner  indicates  that 
the  elementary  school  building  should  be  retained  as  an  example  of  architect¬ 
ural  excellence  for  the  period  during  which  it  was  built  and  that  it  should  be 
rehabilitated  and  remain  in  use  with  landscaping  and  aesthetic  improvements 
that  will  make  of  it  a  combination  park  and  school  facility. 

2.  The  railroad  cut  through  the  center  of  the  Town  needs  to  be  cleaned  up  and 
landscaped  to  improve  the  beauty  of  the  central  area.  It  was  determined  that 
this  might  be  accomplished  with,  and  would  have  to  involve,  the  cooperation 
of  the  Southern  Railway,  which  cooperation  should  be  sought. 

3.  The  traffic  island  at  the  end  of  the  bridge,  east  of  the  center  of  the  Town 
needs  to  be  landscaped  and  beautified  for  a  more  effective  treatment, 

4.  Throughout  the  older  sections  of  the  Town  the  streets  need  to  be  widened  to  a 
standard  width  and  curb  and  gutter  installed  wherever  possible.  This  is  being 
done  under  present  ordinances  as  new  sections  are  developed,  but  it  leaves 
the  older  sections  with  inadequate  streets  that  become  more  obvious  by  con¬ 
trast. 

5.  There  is  a  need  for  a  park  in  the  downtown  area  to  enhance  the  beauty  of  this 
area.  Along  this  same  line,  the  east  side  of  Main  Street  in  the  C .  B .  D .  needs 
beautifying.  This  might  be  combined  with  the  development  of  more  parking 

in  the  same  area  and  result  in  both  the  functional  and  visual  improvement  to 
the  area. 

6.  The  Town  should  join  with  private  owners  in  the  C.B.D.  and  help  upgrade  the 
business  district  by  assisting  private  owners  in  design  of  the  fronts  and  backs 
of  their  stores.  The  Town  would  provide  the  design;  the  owners  the  actual 
improvements.  This  would  seem  a  reasonable  area  of  cooperation. 

7.  The  citizens  of  the  community  need  to  become  more  involved  in  the  operation 
of  the  Drexel  Community  Center.  Individuals  and  organizations  should  be¬ 
come  directly  interested  to  the  extent  of  offering  time  and  other  efforts  in 
carrying  out  individual  participation-type  programs.  Citizen  involvement  is 
the  key  to  operating  a  center  of  the  size  of  the  Drexel  Community  Center  In 

a  community  of  the  size  of  Drexel.  Dollars  are  important  and  necessary,  but 
personal  involvement  is  even  more  important  and  necessary. 

8.  The  Fire  Department  needs  improvement  and  after  an  inspection  of  the  build¬ 
ing  conducted  by  the  Town  Manager,  it  was  concluded  that  the  entire  Town 
Hall  needs  additional  improved  space.  The  present  building  is  inadequate  in 
every  respect.  The  Town  needs  at  this  time  a  Town  Hall  and  Fire  Department 
and  should  actively  pursue  the  acquisition  and  development  thereof. 
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9. 


In  any  plan  for  housing  assistance,  housing  for  the  elderly  and  handicapped 
should  be  stressed  first.  It  is  anticipated  that  these  needs  might  be  answered 
through  the  Section  8  Housing  Program  and  it  is  proposed  that  private  deve¬ 
lopers  be  contacted  to  interest  them  in  locating  such  housing  in  Drexel. 

10.  In  its  industrial  expansion  efforts,  the  Town  needs  to  pursue  dry  industries 

only.  Any  available  wastewater  capacity  must  be  used  to  develop  the  max¬ 
imum  number  of  good  paying  jobs  and  one  wet  industry  could  squander  the 
entire  available  capacity. 

At  this  point. the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  decided  to  adjourn  to  meet  again  early 
in  May,  once  they  have  had  a  chance  to  consider  the  Community  Inventory  Study  and 
to  think  in  more  depth  on  the  needs  of  the  community.  It  was,  therefore,  decided 
to  have  a  meeting  in  the  first  or  second  week  of  May,  following  the  receipt  of  these 
minutes  by  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Town.  All  were  to  contact  their 
neighbors  and  to  list  for  their  own  purposes  any  thoughts  as  to  the  needs  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  They  were  specifically  asked  to  read  the  Community  Inventory  in  detail  and 
bring  it  into  play  in  their  needs  considerations. 
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MINUTES 


CITIZENS  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
DREXEL,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


MEETING  OF  MAY  18,  1976 


The  second  meeting  of  the  Drexel  Citizens  Advisor/  Committee  was  attended  by: 


Mayor  Ken  Harris  Mrs.  Jethro  Hoyle 

Town  Manager  Morris  Baker  Mrs.  Julius  Page 

Mrs.  Ersel  Bradshaw 


Roger  Barrier 
Frank  Huffman 
Dr.  Abner  Withers 


Discussion 


The  needs  of  the  recreation  program  and  community  center  in  the  Town  were  first  and 
foremost  in  the  minds  of  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  on  this  night,  and  it  was 
determined  that  the  principal  problem  relative  to  the  community  center  was  staffing 
and  operating  funds  necessary  to  support  the  fine  community  building  which  it  is 
Drexel's  good  fortune  to  have.  At  present,  the  building  is  not  completely  used,  and 
it  will  not  be  completely  used  until  such  time  as  substantial,  dependable  funding  can 
be  assured.  The  program  offered  at  the  center  is  very  lean  in  several  areas.  There 
is  no  swim  program;  and  in  fact,  there  is  no  program  that  offers  a  dependable  source 
of  income  to  assist  in  the  support  of  the  program  or  the  facility.  A  committee  of 
citizens  to  deal  with  the  problems  of  the  center  are  presently  actively  pursuing  pos¬ 
sible  solutions,  and  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  will  act  in  concert  with  them 
to  assist  in  determining  and  answering  the  needs  of  the  community  center. 

The  second  need  that  was  expressed  at  this  meeting  was  the  need  for  housing  of  the 
elderly  in  Drexel.  The  Planner  had  been  directed  to  contact  developers  who  might 
make  proposals  for  developing  Section  8  low  income  housing  for  the  elderly  when 
such  proposals  are  requested  in  September,  1976.  In  the  meantime,  there  has  been 
a  change  in  the  mood  of  the  Board  which  indicates  that  they  would  rather  this  be 
done  on  a  local  basis  or  by  a  local  developer  if  at  all  possible. 

After  considerable  discussion  on  both  of  these  items,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 


-  32  - 


MINUTES 


CITIZENS  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
DREXEL,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


MEETING  OF  MAY  25,  1976 


The  third  meeting  of  the  Drexel  Citizens  Advisor/  Committee  was  attended  by: 


Town  Manager  Morris  Baker 
Planner  Charles  H.  Davis,  Jr. 


Mrs.  Ersel  Bradshaw 
Mrs.  Julius  Page 
Mrs.  Jethro  Ho/le 


Ma/nard  Reece 
T.  M.  Reece 
Frank  Huffman 


Discussion 


It  was  determined  at  this  meeting  that  the  Community  Center  needed  to  be  improved 
through  the  addition  of  revenue  producing  facilities  to  help  support  the  operation. 
Chief  among  these  facilities  were: 

(a)  a  Swimming  Pool . 

(b)  an  Arcade. 

(c)  Future  Bowling,  if  it  can  be  made  automatic. 

The  second  area  of  discussion  was  the  need  for  housing  of  the  elderly,  which  it  was 
agreed  should  be  pursued  through  the  Section  8  Housing  Program  with  new  multi - 
family  housing  for  the  elderly.  The  Planner  was  directed  to  contact  Mr.  Henry  Lane 
of  the  Forest  Retirement  Home  relative  to  his  interest  in  developing  Section  8  housing 
for  the  elderly  on  property  owned  by  him.  Mr.  Lane  is  also  a  masonry  contractor 
and  is  capable  of  carrying  forward  a  development  program  if  approved  for  this  purpose. 
He  has  indicated  to  Citizens  Advisory  members  his  interest  in  pursuing  this  program. 

The  next  item  of  major  concern  was  the  improvement  of  the  approaches  to  Drexel  from 
Interstate  40.  It  was  felt  that  this  should  be  carried  as  a  priority  item  in  the  Major 
Thoroughfare  Plan. 


Program  Priorities 


The  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  then  considered  the  Community  Development  Plan 
and  Program  priorities  and  established  the  following  plan  items  with  their  program 
priorities: 

The  ^1  need  to  be  met  in  the  1976-77  Fiscal  Year  through  the  construction  of  facilities 
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is  the  need  for  a  Fire  Department*  and  Town  Hall  to  be  combined  in  one  building. 

This  is  the  first  Plan  and  Program  item.  Preliminary  plans  have  been  prepared,  and 
the  Town  Board  will  be  asked  to  schedule  this  building  for  construction  during  the 
1976-77  Fiscal  Year. 

The  second  item  of  need  which  should  be  planned  for  and  programmed  is  a  coordinated 
effort  in  the  Central  Business  District  between  the  Town  and  private  property  owners 
to  upgrade  the  business  district  by  assisting  private  property  owners  in  the  design  of 
fronts  and  backs  for  their  stores.  The  Town  would  provide  the  design  assistance,  the 
owner  the  actual  improvements.  It  was  deemed  that  this  was  a  most  reasonable  area 
for  cooperation. 

The  third  area  of  need  to  be  planned  for  and  programmed  in  the  1976-77  Fiscal  Year 
is  clean-up  and  landscaping  to  improve  the  beauty  of  the  central  area.  It  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  much  could  be  accomplished  by  the  Town  but  that  the  Railroad  cut  through 
the  center  of  Town  would  have  to  be  beautified  if  the  Town's  efforts  were  to  be  suc¬ 
cessful.  Since  this  is  to  be  an  upcoming  year  program,  the  Planner  was  directed  to 
contact  Southern  Railway  through  the  Town  Manager's  office  and  to  gain  their  coop¬ 
eration  and  support  in  the  clean-up  and  landscaping  of  their  right-of-way  through 
the  central  part  of  Drexel . 

The  fourth  area  of  need,  which  very  well  could  be  first  priority  but  which  has  been 
rated  here  as  fourth  Plan  and  Program  priority,  is  housing  assistance  for  the  elderly 
and  the  handicapped  in  Drexel.  It  was  determined  that  this  should  be  programmed 
for  the  1976-1977  year  and  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  assist  the  local  deve¬ 
loper  in  answering  the  needs  of  the  community  through  the  Section  8  Housing  Program. 
As  previously  stated,  the  Planner  was  directed  to  contact  this  developer,  and  this 
has  been  done . 

The  fifth  area  of  need  and  Plan  and  Program  effort,  which  was  the  most  discussed 
item  at  each  meeting,  is  a  more  effective  program  for  the  Drexel  Community  Center. 

It  was  determined  that  the  program  requirement  to  meet  this  need  would  be  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  swimming  pool,  for  which  there  is  at  present  $12,000  to  $16,000  on 
hand,  and  the  development  of  an  arcade  or  similar  game  participation  room  in  the 
Community  Center  that  would  assist  in  paying  for  the  Community  Center.  It  was  also 
determined  that  a  real  push  should  be  made  to  acquire  more  citizen  involvement  in 
the  operation  of  the  Center;  all  of  this  to  be  accomplished  in  the  1976-77  first-year 
Community  Development  Plan  and  Program  items. 

The  above  items  were  concluded  to  be  1976-1977  first-year  Community  Development 
Plan  and  Program  items.  Needs  were  identified  and  the  following  Plan  and  Program 
items  were  scheduled  for  the  1977-1978  Fiscal  Year: 

The  traffic  island  at  the  end  of  the  Southern  Railway  bridge  east  of  the  center  of 
Town  should  be  landscaped  and  beautified  for  a  more  effective  treatment.  The  im¬ 
provement  of  this  island  could  do  much  to  upgrade  the  appearance  and  traffic 
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operation  in  this  area. 

There  is  a  need  for  a  park  in  the  downtown  area,  and  this  should  be  considered  along 
the  east  side  of  Main  Street.  The  development  of  the  park  should  be  combined  with 
more  and  improved  parking  facilities  for  both  a  functional  and  visual  improvement  to 
the  area. 

Industrial  expansion  efforts  are  needed,  and  the  Town  should  pursue  dry  industries 
only.  Available  wastewater  capacity  must  be  used  to  develop  the  maximum  number 
of  good  paying  jobs,  and  one  wet  industry  could  squander  the  entire  available  capa¬ 
city.  The  industrial  expansion  program  should  be  actively  pursued  in  this  year  and 
in  subsequent  years.  It  is  hoped  that  the  fate  of  the  Drexel  Plant  in  Drexel  will  be 
known  by  this  time  so  that  industrial  expansion  efforts  can  move  forward  on  a  more 
assured  footing. 

In  the  1978-1979  Fiscal  Year,  only  two  major  needs  and  Plan  and  Program  items  were 
identified  by  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee.  They  are  as  follows: 

The  streets  throughout  the  older  sections  of  Town  need  to  be  widened  to  an  acceptable 
standard  width,  and  curb  and  gutter  installed  on  some  systematic  basis.  This  is  being 
accommodated  in  new  sections  under  the  present  Subdivision  Ordinance,  but  it  leaves 
the  older  sections  with  inadequate  streets  that  are  becoming  more  obvious  by  contrast. 
This  could  easily  be  a  first  year  program  item,  but  it  is  felt  that  the  Town  will  not  be 
able  to  attack  this  need  with  a  planned  program  item  until  1978-1979. 

Due  to  dilapidated  conditions  and  possible  hazards,  as  well  as  very  poor  visual  quality, 
the  school  gym  and  teacherage  need  to  be  removed  as  soon  as  possible.  The  old  ele¬ 
mentary  school  needs  to  be  removed  and  a  park  constructed  on  this  site,  or  it  needs 
to  be  preserved  and  improved  and  landscaped  for  a  more  beautiful  site.  Further  pro¬ 
fessional  examination  has  indicated  that  the  elementary  school  building,  if  it  can  be 
rehabilitated  on  the  interior  and  successfully  used,  should  be  retained  as  an  example 
of  architectural  style  for  the  period  during  which  it  was  built.  In  this  way,  it  is  be- 
I  ieved  that  it  will  combine  the  assets  of  a  school  and  park  facility. 

Based  on  their  own  observations,  the  Community  Inventory  Study,  and  all  professional 
and  technical  input,  this  was  the  Community  Needs  Study  and  the  directive  of  the 
Citizens  Advisory  Committee  for  the  preparation  of  a  Community  Development  Plan 
and  Program  for  the  Town  of  Drexel  for  a  three-year  period.  It  was  determined  that 
since  objectives  are  less  defined  beyond  the  three-year  period,  the  program  items 
should  not  be  established  for  a  period  greater  than  three  years. 

The  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  determined  that  it  may  or  may  not  call  a  meeting  in 
June  since  it  feels  that  its  task  for  this  current  year  is  essentially  completed  and  that 
it  will  meet  at  future  times  as  needed  to  carry  forward  the  Community  Development 
Program  of  the  community. 
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COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT  PLAN  AND  PROGRAM 


I  ntroduction 


Based  on  the  actions  of  the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  of  Drexel,  North  Carolina, 
in  cooperation  with  the  Town  Board  through  the  Mayor's  representation  and  with 
technical  assistance  by  the  Town  Manager  and  the  Planner,  the  following  Community 
Development  Plan  and  Program  was  prepared  for  a  three-year  period. 


(1976-1977  Fiscal  Year) 


(1)  Need: 

The  Town  needs  an  improved  Fire  Department.  Fire  engines  are  presently 
kept  in  a  shed  type  building  in  back  of  Town  Hall,  and  after  an  inspection 
of  the  Town  Hall  conducted  by  the  Town  Manager,  it  was  concluded  that  the 
entire  Town  Hall  needs  additional  improved  space.  The  present  building  is 
inadequate  in  every  respect. 

Objective  and  Program  Item: 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  Town  to  provide  itself  with  new  Fire  and  Municipal 
facilities  during  the  1976-1977  Fiscal  Year  in  order  to  provide  adequate  fire 
service  and  administrative  and  management  services  to  the  citizens  of  Drexel. 

It  is  proposed  that  a  new  Town  Hall  be  constructed.  (See  attached  Prelimi¬ 
nary  Plan.)  Estimated  Cost:  $150,000. 

(2)  Need: 

There  is  a  need  to  improve  the  appearance  of  the  community  beginning  with 
the  Central  Business  District,  which  is  In  the  center  of  the  Town  and  the 
center  of  activity. 

Objective  and  Program  Item: 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  Town  to  work  with  local  Central  Business  District  mer¬ 
chants  and  owners  to  improve  the  appearance  of  the  central  area  of  Drexel 
and  to  carry  out  a  program  of  cooperation  under  which  the  Town  will  provide  . 
design  for  the  fronts  and  backs  of  stores  and  the  owners  will  make  the  actual 
improvements.  This  seemed  to  be  a  reasonable  area  of  cooperation. 

Estimated  Cost:  $2,700, 

(3)  Need: 

In  keeping  with  Need  Item  (2),  this  item  is  an  extension  thereof  which  involves 
improvements  to  the  railroad  right-of-way  through  the  center  of  Town,  which 
needs  visual  improvement  if  the  appearance  of  the  community  is  to  be  improved. 
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Objective  and  Program  Item: 

The  Town  proposes  to  contact  Southern  Railway  and  request  their  cooperation 
and  assistance  in  the  clean-up,  planting,  and  landscaping  of  the  Southern 
railroad  cut  through  the  center  of  Drexei.  Estimated  Cost:  $12,000. 

Need: 

With  the  gradual  aging  of  the  population  and  the  concentration  of  older  citi¬ 
zens  in  smaller  communities  which  have  less  to  offer  in  the  way  of  business 
opportunities,  recreation  and  employment;  smaller  communities,  of  which 
Drexei  is  one,  need  to  anticipate  a  growth  in  the  older  population  of  the 
community  and  need  to  prepare  to  accommodate  the  older  citizens  with  ade¬ 
quate  housing  at  a  fair  market  rent. 

Objective  and  Program  Item: 

It  is  proposed  that  a  Section  8  Housing  proposal  be  prepared  for  September 
submission  to  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  by  a  private 
developer  preferably  from  the  Town  of  Drexei  for  the  older  citizens  of  the 
community.  It  is  further  proposed  that  these  units  be  located  near  to  desir¬ 
able  service  facilities  such  as  food,  shopping,  and  medical  service  facilities. 
Drexei  should  accommodate  approximately  50  units  of  such  housing. 

Estimated  Cost:  $1,175,000. 

Need: 

There  is  a  need  for  an  improved  program  through  the  Drexei  Community  Cen¬ 
ter  to  provide  adequate  recreation  opportunity  for  all  the  citizens  of  the  Town 
on  a  continuing  basis. 

Objective  and  Program  Item: 

The  objective  will  be  to  involve  all  the  citizens  of  the  community  in  the  rec¬ 
reation  program  through  the  Drexei  Community  Center  by  providing  more  ac¬ 
tive  programs  for  participation  and  programs  which  create  a  source  of  funds 
for  maintenance  of  the  Center  and  its  activities.  It  is  proposed  that  a  swim¬ 
ming  pool  be  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $36,000  and  an  arcade  be  developed 
at  a  cost  of  $10,000.  In  the  future,  bowling  may  be  reinstated  if  it  can  be 
made  automatic.  It  is  further  proposed  that  a  more  definitive  organization 
for  the  continued  financing  operation  of  the  Drexei  Community  Center  be 
established. 


(1977-1978  Fiscal  Year) 


Need: 

There  is  a  need  to  improve  the  aesthetic  quality  and  traffic  flow  on  the  peri¬ 
phery  of  the  central  area  of  Drexei . 


, 


Objective  and  Program  Item: 

The  objective  and  program  item  which  can  best  meet  this  need  is  the  beautifi¬ 
cation  and  improvement  of  traffic  islands.  One,  which  due  to  its  stark  appear¬ 
ance  and  ability  to  blend  with  its  pavement  surroundings,  is  almost  ineffective 
at  the  south  end  of  the  railroad  bridge  on  the  east  side  of  the  Central  Business 
District.  It  should  be  landscaped  and  beautified  for  both  improved  traffic  op¬ 
eration  and  visual  effect.  No  estimate  of  cost  is  made  for  this  second  year 
i  tern . 

(2)  Need: 

As  an  extension  of  Need  Item  (2)  and  the  need  to  improve  the  function  of  the 
Central  Business  District,  more  adequate  parking  and  park  facilities  need  to 
be  developed  in  the  central  area  of  Drexel  to  improve  business  opportunities 
and  community  aesthetics. 

Objective  and  Program  Item: 

To  add  more  parking  and  improve  the  visual  effect,  it  is  proposed  that  a  park 
and  parking  area  be  developed  along  the  east  side  of  Main  Street  in  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Business  District.  Due  to  the  rapidly  changing  cost  of  materials  for  con¬ 
struction,  no  estimate  of  cost  is  made. 

(3)  Need: 

There  is  a  need  to  improve  the  industrial  base  and  the  economic  stability  of 
the  community. 

Objective  and  Program  Item: 

In  order  to  provide  more  and  better  jobs,  it  is  proposed  that  an  industrial  ex¬ 
pansion  effort  be  pursued  in  the  area  of  dry  industries  only.  Available  waste- 
water  capacity  must  be  used  to  develop  a  maximum  number  of  good  paying 
jobs,  and  one  wet  industry  could  squander  the  entire  available  capacity.  This 
second  year  effort  should  begin  after  the  local  labor  market  and  manufacturing 
opportunities  have  stabilized. 

(1978-1979  Fiscal  Year) 

(1)  Need: 

There  is  a  need  to  improve  the  basic  transportation  facilities  of  the  community, 
which  in  this  case  are  the  facilities  for  street  traffic  and  automobile  transportation. 
Throughout  the  older  sections  of  the  Town,  the  streets  are  of  substandard  width 
and  there  is  no  curb  and  gutter. 

Objective  and  Program  Item: 

To  provide  adequate  private  vehicular  transportation  facilities,  it  is  proposed 
that  the  streets  in  the  older  sections  of  Town  be  widened  to  acceptable  standard 


-  38  - 


widths  and  curb  and  gutter  be  installed  where  necessary.  Under  present  ordi¬ 
nances,  this  is  accomplished  in  new  development  areas;  it  needs  to  be  done  in 
the  older  areas  of  the  community  which  have  been  in  existence  for  a  number  of 
years. 

(2)  Need: 

There  is  a  need  to  improve  the  visual  quality  of  the  community  in  the  area 
of  the  old  elementary  school  and  to  provide  for  improved  park  facilities  in 
this  same  area.  There  is  also  a  need  to  reduce  possible  public  hazard  in  this 
area . 

Objective  and  Program  Item: 

To  improve  the  community  quality  in  the  area  of  the  elementary  school,  in¬ 
cluding  visual  quality,  park  and  recreational  quality,  and  the  reduction  of 
hazards;  it  is  proposed  that  the  old  school  gym  and  teacherage  be  removed 
and  the  old  elementary  school  either  be  removed  and  made  into  a  park  or, 
much  better,  be  restored  as  a  building  for  architectural  significance  for  the 
period  during  which  it  was  constructed,  if  restored,  it  is  proposed  that  it  be 
used  for  a  school  and  that  the  grounds  be  landscaped  and  beautified  for  im¬ 
proved  visual  appearance  and  park  purposes.  This  school  is  a  fine  example 
of  school  structures  constructed  in  the  early  1900's.  It  has  arched  doors  and 
open  copper  cupola  set  on  a  school  tower  and  should  be  preserved.  While 
it  may  not  have  historical  significance,  it  can  add  measurably  to  the  visual 
quality  of  the  community,  and  if  capable  of  interior  restoration,  could  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  used  as  a  school  building. 


Conclusion 


The  Community  Development  Plan  and  Program  is  a  program  of  citizen  input  in  which 
the  people  of  Drexel,  acting  through  their  Citizens  Advisory  Committee,  determined 
the  needs,  objectives  and  programs  for  the  improvement  of  their  community.  The 
carefully  prepared  Community  Inventory,  while  referred  to,  did  not  exert  a  strong 
influence  in  the  determination  by  the  citizens  of  the  needs  of  their  community  as  they 
see  them.  We  feel  that  it  is  the  intent  of  this  Program  that  it  be  a  citizens  participa¬ 
tion  program  and  that  the  professional  and  technical  people  have  input  but  act  as 
monitors,  accurately  and  correctly  reporting  the  needs  of  the  Town  and  the  solutions, 
objectives  and  programs  to  satisfy  these  needs  as  determined  by  the  citizens  of  the 
community. 
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